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Washington, D.C. 2023 1 
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Assistant Commissioner of Patent 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington. D.C 20231 

Sir or Madam: 

Please find enclosed Applicant's Preliminary Amendment to the patent 
application identified above. A preliminary amendment is an amendment that is received 
in the office on or before the mailing date of the first Offcie action under 37 CFR. 1 . 104. 
See MPEP 714.01(e). This preliminary amendment amends the specification and the 
adds new claims to the patent application identified above. 



Group: 
Examiner: 
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AMENDMENT TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

On Page 2. please delete the lines 12-13 that relate to the cross referencing of 
related patent applications. 

On Page 2, line 1 1 please add the following paragraph after the heading "Cross 

References to Related Applications": 

This patent application is related to provisional patent application 60/266,956 
filed on February 6, 2001 and titled "SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR BIOMETRIC 
TRACKING AND CREDITING FOR GAMES OF CHANCE". This patent application 
is also related to provisional patent application 60/302,169 filed on June 28,2001 and 
titled "BROADBAND INTERACTIVE GAMING SYSTEM AND METHOD". 

NEW CLAIMS 

Please add the following new claims to the patent application identified above: 

21. (new ) A gaming device configured to be operatively coupled to a network, 
comprising: 

a biometric input module configured to receive a biometric from a player; 
a compression module configured to receive said biometric and compress said 
biometric: 

a personal ID input component configured to identify a biometric template; 
a plurality of player submitted data fields configured to be compared to a plurality 
of registration data fields to identify a valid player; and 

a display configured to display a game to said valid player. 

22. (new ) The gaming device of claim 21 further comprising an Internet Protocol address 
configured to identify said gaming device. 
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23. (new) The gaming device of claim 22 further comprising an encryption module 
operatively coupled to said compression module, said encryption module configured to 
encrypt said biometric for network communications. 

24. (new ) The gaming device of claim 22 further wherein said biometric input 
component is a fingerprint scanner, and said biometric is a fingerprint. 

25. (new) The gaming device of claim 22 wherein said biometric input component is a 
telephone, and said biometric is a voice. 

26. (new) Hie gaming device of claim 22 wherein said biometric input component is a 
screen, said screen configured to receive a signature which operates as said biometric. 

27. (new) The gaming device of claim 22 wherein said biometric input component is a 
keyboard, said keyboard configured to receive a keyboard pattern which operates as said 
biometric. 



As a result of the new claims shown above and Applicant's small entity status, 
additional fees of $106 are owed. There is one new independent claim, a $42 fee, and 
seven (7) new claims, a $63 fee. Therefore, please find enclosed a check for $105. 



FEES 



Sincerely, 




Michael A. Ken- 
Reg. No. 42,722 



Dated: April 22, 2002 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- j 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1. 136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

• Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 April 2002 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) C3 Claim(s) 1-27 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-27 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers . * 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a>n All b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 
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Art Unit: 3714 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his inventioa 

Claims 1 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Referring to claim 1, there is insufficient antecedent basis for the limitation "said 
broadband gaming system." 

Referring to claims 4-6, the acronyms "MPEG" and "IP" are indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter. It is to the best understanding of 
the Examiner that the acronym "MPEG" stands for "Moving Picture Expert Group" and "IP" 
stands for "Internet Protocol", and shall be treated as such throughout the rest of the case. 

Referring to claim 5, the term "MPEG communications protocol" is indefinite for failing 
to distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. MPEG defines a 
media content and multimedia object control, but does not define a communication protocol. A 
communication protocol is, as defined by "Microsoft Press Computer Dictionary-Third Edition", 
as a set of rules of standards designed to enable computers to connect with one another and to 
exchange information with as little as error as possible. . .word protocol is often used, sometimes 
confusingly, in reference to a multitude of standards affecting different aspects of 
communication, such as file transfer, handshaking, and network transmissions. 

Appropriate corrections are required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) 
only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such 
treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a). 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Schneier et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,099,408; hereafter "Schneier"). 

Schneier discloses a gaming system including a verification system in communication 
with a network, the verification system configured to receive a user biometrics and compare the 
user biometric to a plurality of registered player biometrics (16:7-54); a gaming module that is 
enabled when the user biometric matches one of the plurality of registered players, the gaming 
module configured to provide a game that is played by the registered player (Figure 4); and a 
transactional system in communication with the verification system and the gaming module, the 
transactional system configured to monitor transactions conducted by the verification system and 
the gaming system (Figure 2-Payment Processor). Schneier suggests that a high speed data 
transfer is used (6:66-7:1). Broadband is considered a high speed network and therefore, is 
suggested by Schneier. 

Referring to claim 2, Schneier discloses a system that includes the verification system in 
communication with a network access device operatively coupled to a network, the network 
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access device having a biometric input module configured to receive the user biometric (16:7- 
20). 

Referring to claim 3, Schneier discloses a system that includes the gaming system is 
configured to communicate with a first network access device having a first protocol and second 
network device having a second protocol (6:4-14). 

Referring to claim 4, Schneier discloses a system that includes the first protocol being an 
IP communications protocol (6:18-20). 

Referring to claim 5, Schneier discloses a system that includes an MPEG communication 
protocol (6:18-21). 

Referring to claim 6, Schneier discloses a system that includes a first protocol is an IP 
communications protocol and the second protocol is an MPEG communication protocol (6:4-25). 

Referring to claim 7, Schneier discloses a system that includes verification system in 
communication with a network, the verification system configured to receive a user biometrics 
and compare the user biometric to a plurality of registered player biometrics; a gaming module 
that is enabled when the user biometric matches one of the plurality of registered players, the 
gaming module including a random number generator that is used to determine whether a prize is 
awarded to a player (7:46-8:19 and 9:65-10:18). 

Referring to claim 8, Schneier discloses a system that includes the verification system is 
configured to communicate with a network access device having a biometric input module that 
receives the user biometric. 
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Referring to claim 9, Schneier discloses a system that includes the gaming module is 
resident in a gaming system, the gaming system configured to communicate with a plurality of 
network access devices (Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 10, Schneier discloses a system that includes that one of the plurality 
of network access devices comprises a biometric input module (16:7-20). 

Referring to claim 1 1, Schneier discloses a system that includes a paytable module in 
communication with the random number generator, the paytable module configured to determine 
whether the player is awarded the prize (5:47-54 and 7:46-8:19). 

Referring to claim 12, Schneier discloses a system that includes a memory module in 
communication with the paytable module, the memory module configured to store a plurality of 
images that are displayed on the plurality of network access devices (4:47-60). 

Claims 13-15 and 17-20 correspond in scope to a gaming method set forth for use of the 
gaming system listed in claims 7-12 and are encompassed by use as set forth in the rejection 
above. 

Referring to claim 16, Schneier discloses a method that includes a personal identification 
code from a user that is providing the user biometric and using the code to identify the registered 
player biometric (8:58-9:2 and 15:46-65). 

Referring to claim 21, Schneier discloses a device that includes a biometric input module 
configured to receive a biometric from a player; a compression module to compress the 
biometric (16:25-27); a personal ED input component configured to identify a biometric template 
(8:58-9:2); a plurality of player submitted data fields configured to be compared to a plurality of 
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registration data fields to identify a valid player (16:34-54); and a display configured to display a 
game to the valid player. 

Referring to claim 22, Schneier discloses a device that includes an Internet Protocol 
address configured to identify the gaming device. 

Referring to claim 23, Schneier discloses a device that includes an encryption module 
operatively coupled to the compression module, the encryption module configured to encrypt the 
biometric for network communications (16:34-54). 

Referring to claim 24, Schneier discloses a device that includes a biometric component is 
a fingerprint scanner (16: 13-33). 

< 

Referring to claim 25, Schneier discloses a device that includes a biometric input 
component is a telephone, and the biometric is a voice (16:34-54). 

Referring to claim 26, Schneier discloses a device that includes biometric input is a 
screen, the screen configured to receive a signature that operates as the biometric. Microsoft 
Bookshelf Basics defines a signature as "A distinctive mark, characteristic, or sound indicating 
identity." A fingerprint is a distinctive mark indicating identity. 

Referring to claim 27, Schneier discloses a device that includes a biometric input 
component that is a keyboard, the keyboard configured to receive a keyboard pattern that 
operates as the biometric. Schneier refers to inputting a password to enter the game server (14:5- 
16:54). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Walker et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,3.43,988) discloses a device that uses a biometric scanner 
to monitor a player's signature. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron J. Capron whose telephone number is (703) 305-3520. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin- Wallace can be reached on (703) 308-41 19. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-9302 for 
regular communications and (703) 746-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 



ajc 




July 22, 2002 



MARK SAGER 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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